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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, it is respectfully 



requested that this Information Disclosure Statement be entered and the documents listed on the 
attached Form PTO-1449 be considered by the Examiner and made of record. Copies of the 
listed documents as required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(2) are enclosed for the convenience of the 
Examiner. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R §§ 1.97(g),(h), this Information Disclosure Statement is not 



meant to be construed as a representation that a search has been made, and is not to be construed 
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to be an admission that the information cited is prior art or is considered to be material to 
patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b), or that such information constitutes prior art. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed prior to the receipt of a first Office 
Action reflecting an examination on the merits, and hence is believed to be timely in accordance 
with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b). Accordingly, no fee is believed to be due. Should any fees be deemed 
necessary, however, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which 
may be required to Deposit Account No. 01 -2508/1 2642.0065 .NPUS01. 

Applicant respectfully requests that the listed documents be considered and made of 
record in the present case, and that the Examiner initial the spaces on the accompanying Form 
PTO-1449 to evidence the same. 
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Howrey Simon Arnold & White, LLP 
750 Bering Drive 
Houston, TX 77057-2198 
(713) 787-1400 



Amy G. Klann, Ph.D. 
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Wayne L. Ryan 
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Serial No. 

10/605,669 



Group: 
1651 



U.S. Patent Documents 
See Page 1 



Foreign Patent Documents 
See Page 2 



Other Art 

See Page 3 



U.S. Patent Documents 



Exam. 
Init. 


Ref. 
Des. 


Document 
Number 


Date 


Name 


Class 


Sub 
Class 


Filing date 
of App. 




Al 


4,675,159 


06/23/1987 


Al-Sioufi, Habib 


422 


36 


09/25/1985 




A2 


5,260,048 


11/09/1993 


Ryan, Wayne L. 


435 


40.5 


05/04/1992 




A3 


5,849,517 


12/15/1998 


Ryan, Wayne L. 


435 


40.51 


07/19/1996 




A4 


5,977,153 


11/02/1999 


Camiener, Gerald W. 


514 


392 


08/18/1997 




A5 


5,858,699 


01/12/1999 


Granger et al. 


435 


40.51 


01/27/1997 




A6 


6,197,539 


03/06/2001 


Granger et al. 


435 


40.5 


06/24/1996 




A7 


6,197,540 


03/06/2001 


Granger et al. 


435 


40.51 


06/24/1996 




A8 


6,579,672 


06/17/2003 


Granger et al. 


435 


2 


04/26/1999 



Foreign Patent Documents 



Exam. 


Ref. 


Document 


Date 


Country 


Class 


Sub 


Translation 


Init. 


Des. 


Number 








Class 


Yes/No 




Bl 
















B2 















Other Art (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



Exam. 
Init. 


Ref. 
Des. 


Citation 




CI 


European Search report for EP 1413874. 




C2 






C3 






C4 




Examiner: 


Date Considered: 



EXAMINER: INITIAL IF REFERENCE CONSIDERED, WHETHER OR NOT CITATION IS rN CONFORMANCE WITH MPEP609; DRAW LINE THROUGH 
CITATION IF NOT IN CONFORMANCE AND NOT CONSIDERED. INCLUDE COPY OF THIS FORM WITH NEXT COMMUNICATION TO APPLICANT. 
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